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A Land’s Sacredness in War and Peace:

Exodus 3,5 and Joshua 5,15

YHWH sottolinea la sacralita della terra chiamando Mosé a
liberare Israele, simboleggiata dal togliersi le scarpe su terre-
no sacro (Esodo 3,5.7-8). Questa santita si estende alla con-
quista di Canaan da parte di Giosue, esemplificata quando
gli viene dato lo stesso ordine prima dell’assedio di Gerico
(Giosué 5,10-15; 6,17). Nonostante il contesto di conflitto, le
chiamate divine impreziosiscono le azioni con la santita, ar-
ricchendo la terra. Questo studio suggerisce che le chiama-
te divine nella vita permettano di partecipare alla sacralita
nonostante le avversita storiche come schiavitu e guerre. Si
propone di educare e formare gli individui sul significato della
propria vita come arricchimento profondo.

YHWH emphasises the sacredness of land in calling Moses to
free Israel, symbolised by removing his sandals on holy ground
(Exodus 3,5.7-8). This sanctity extends to Joshua’s conquest of
Canaan, exemplified when he is instructed likewise before be-
sieging Jericho (Joshua 5,10-15; 6,17). Despite the context of
conflict, divine calls imbue actions with holiness, enriching the
land. This study suggests life’s divine callings enable partici-
pation in sacredness despite historical adversities like slavery
and warfare. It advocates forming individuals on their life’s pur-
pose as profoundly enriching.

1. Introduction

The sacredness of the land in the biblical perspective bears signifi-
cant implications for contemporary political conflicts, particularly in
the Holy Land, where religious, historical, and political claims converge.
The ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a stark example of how reli-
gious and historical claims to land can fuel enduring disputes. Both Jews
and Palestinians hold deep-seated historical and spiritual connections to
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